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Grain Valley Historical 
Society Meeting 

May 26, 2022 
6:00 PM 

Join us for dinner followed by a 
program and meeting.

HS T-shirts 
Our t-shirts have arrived and they will 
be available for sale anytime our 
museum is open, including the  

First Friday Food Truck 
Events 

June 3, July 1, August 5 

Our doors will be opened from 4:00 
to 8:00 PM for you to cool off in our 
air conditioned museum, view our 
exhibits, or sit down to enjoy your 
dinner!
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100 Years-Ago 
 If you are a regular on-line reader of The Valley News 
then you know that for the past few weeks my writings,  
“Looking Back,” has been about Grain Valley 100 years ago. 
Each time I sit down to write an article, I always wonder what 
someone might write about in another 100 years, 2122? 
 I also think of my grandparents and their lives, 100 plus 
years ago. All were born in the 1880s and while Grandmother 
Rumbo was born (and died) in Grain Valley, my other 
grandparents had totally different experiences. Granddad Rumbo 
was the son of Dr. Enos Rumbo and Sarah, his mother was the 
daughter of a Baptist minister. His father died when he was about 
14 and he and his two brothers were sent to live in an ophanage. 
In 1902, they left Kentucky and traveled to St. Louis where they 
got jobs building structures for the 1904 World’s Fair. When 
their jobs ended they came to Jackson County to lived with a 
family friend, also from Kentucky.  
 My Napier grandparents were both from northern 
Scotland. Grandmother Napier talked about riding to school in 
an oxen cart. In 1974, I was able to visit the remains of the very 
small house in the Bin Forest where she and her 7 brothers and 
sisters were raised. When Grandad Napier left school, he and 
some buddies went to Australia for a year to work on a farm in 
the Outback.  Upon his return, he served with the Lovet Scouts 
in the Boar War in South Africa.  
Ironically, both sets of grandparents were married in 1906, in 
Grain Valley and Scotland. While the Rumbos never left
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Visit our website
www.grainvalleyhistory.com 

For information on museum hours, 
meetings, special events and building 
rental, check out our website. The 
website is provided and maintained 
courtesy of the

Valley News  
Grain Valley’s Community Newspaper

Building for Rent 
The Historical Society is available 
for rent at  reasonable rates - - The 
half-day rate is $100 and a full-day 
rental is only $150.  A great location 
for birthdays, bridal or baby showers, 
parties and more!   

For additional  information call: (816) 
867-5158 or (816) 392-4873 

Grain Valley, the Napiers came to the U.S. in 1909 and again, 
for good in 1913. They made their way to Grain Valley in 
1922.  
 Both sets of grandparents lived to enjoy electricity, 
running water (in their homes), telephones, heating and air 
conditioning, cars, airplanes, radios and eventually 
televisions. While Granddad Napier came to the United 
States via a ship across the Atlantic, he returned to Scotland 
several times on an airplane before his death in 1955. Before 
my grandmothers died, they both had microwaves, quite a 
change from the log fireplace where their food was cooked 
when they were young. 
 I used to think my grandparents had lived at a time 
when the world enjoyed all of the great inventions. But now, 
I wonder. I still remember our first television, a 1949 RCA 
black and white model with a 13” screen. My brother and I 
watched “The Lone Ranger” every day when he walked 
home from school for lunch. We had a phone and we rang the 
operator (located in a house just north of the Methodist 
Church on Capelle) and gave her the number we wanted to 
call. If we didn’t know the number, you just gave her a name!  
  During the 1950s and 60s many appliances 
made their debut. From electric washers and dryers to ranges, 
ovens,  refrigerators and dishwashers, most of the inventions 
made life easier! While portable hair dryers, electric shavers, 
and curling irons were popular new grooming devices, 
calculators, tape cassettes, video cameras and DVD players 
were about to become household staples. 
 While sitting at my computer today, I have exchanged 
emails with my nephew in New Jersey and ordered some 
shoes from Maryland. My phone has a calculator, calendar 
and google map. It will take pictures, record videos, give me 
the latest weather report or the news from ESPN,  all while 
recording my “steps.” Oh yes, I can also make and receive 
phone calls! So I repeat, what will someone write about our 
lives in another 100 years? 

Historical Society 
Summer Hours 

Beginning May 3, 2022 

Tuesday and Wednesday 
10 AM - 1 PM 

Friday, June 3, July 1, 
and August 5, 2022 

4 PM - 8 PM 

Or by appointment 
Call (816) 686-7582
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