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As I send you greeting for a Happy St. Patrick’s Day my
Scottish relatives are no doubt turning over in their graves. As a
young child, I can well remember Grandmother Napier wearing
orange on St Patty’s Day and reminding my brother and I that we
were Scotsmen, and definitely not Irish! This was an old
tradition for Protestants who were ecstatic at the victory of
William of Orange, a Hanoverian invited to be king of England
after some particularly turbulent times over the deposed Roman
Catholic King James II at the Battle of William Boyne in Ireland.
If one can believe what they read on the internet today, the
Scottish deny wearing Orange. I personally prefer to remember
Scotland for the sport of curling.The origin of curling traces back
to 16th century Scotland, where the sport was played on frozen
ponds and lochs. The first recorded match took place around
1541.

So, with that being said, Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
I’ll probably be wearing some green and orange!

Spring in the Valley
How did/does your family celebrate spring? I don’t really
recall celebrating spring. I do remember looking forward to
spring! But first, just let me say, I love winter. Snow is God’s
way of freezing rain to make it beautiful, especially if you only
have to look at it through the kitchen window. Getting out in it is
a bit different and the older I get the more I enjoy the view from
the window.
But I want to talk about Spring!
Grain Valley Historical Society

Join us for dinner followed by a
program and meeting.

Spring
Cleaning?
As you do your spring
cleaning in preparation for the
annual Grain Valley Garage Sale,
remember the Historical Society.
We would love for you to share
artifacts and photos for display in
our museum. Remember,
Yesterday is History.
We must preserve the present as a
legacy for future generations. If
you are not ready to part with a
special photo, scan it and email to
us at gvhistory1878@gmail.com
or bring it to the Historical Society
and we can copy and return it to
you immediately.
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Future Stories

From my youth, I knew it was spring when Uncle Clyde
got his garden plowed. It was time to plant the potatoes. I knew
it was spring when Dad told us to bring our calves to the barn so
we could “break them” to wearing a halter and fatten them up for
the summer fairs. I knew it was spring when the cows and baby
calves were taken to Mr. Seymore’s farm for summer pasture. I
knew it was spring when Mom started hanging our laundry on
the clothes line behind our house. I knew it was spring when my
teacher began talking about where our class would go on our
yearly field trip. And, I knew it was spring when we began
practicing for the Easter morning pageant at church.
Spring is generally considered the period between the
spring equinox and the summer solstice or the season after
winter and before summer. The spring season gets its name from
the verb “spring.” It's a nod to the flowers and plants springing
up, springing open, and bursting into blossom.
My mother used to say that my brother and I grew in the
spring, or rather that we had outgrown the new clothes she had
just bought us for school the previous fall. For me, spring meant
a new Easter outfit, and shorts and sandals for the coming of
warm weather and summer!
So, how do you remember spring? Did your family have
a garden? Did your mother fill the porch boxes with marigolds
and petunias? Did you clean out the cellar to prepare for the new
crop of summer vegetables? Or did you spend your days
dreaming about those “lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer,” that
were just around the corner?

I actually enjoy doing a bit
of research in an effort to learn
more about the history of Grain
Valley. But, often I don’t know
WHAT to write about; what others
who call Grain Valley home would
like to know more about. If you
have a suggestion, I would love to
hear from you. I may not have an
answer, but I will do my best to
find out!

Building for Rent
The Historical Society is available
for rent at reasonable rates - - The
half-day rate is $100 and a full-day
rental is only $150. A great location
for birthdays, bridal or baby showers,
parties and more!
For additional information call: (816)
867-5158 or (816) 392-4873

Visit our website
www.grainvalleyhistory.com
For information on museum hours,
meetings, special events and building
rental, check out our website. The
website is provided and maintained
courtesy of the
“Despite the forecast, live like it’s spring.” Lily Pulitzer
Grain Valley Historical Society

Valley News
Grain Valley’s Community Newspaper
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